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Colorado is a great place 

to live, work and play.  
Riding a bike is a healthy and fun option for  

experiencing and exploring Colorado. Bicycling 

is also an attractive transportation choice for 

getting to and from work, running errands, and 

going to school. Bicycles are legally considered 

“vehicles” on Colorado’s roadways, so be sure 

you know the rules of the road and be respectful 

of all road users. 

The Colorado Department of Transportation 

(CDOT) encourages you to take a few minutes 

to review this booklet and share the information 

with family and friends. This bicycling safety 

guide explains the rules of the road, provides 

tips about biking and shares with you the basic 

guidelines about cycling on Colorado roadways. 

Bike Safely and Share the Road!



SAFETY TIPS FOR BIKING IN COLORADO:

• Wearahelmet,glassesandbicyclinggloves

• Dressappropriatelyforthetypeofridingyouare 
planningandwhenpossiblewearbrightclothing

• Obeytrafficsignsandtrafficsignals

• Ridewithtraffic,neveragainstit

• Rideasfartotheright,intherightlane,aspracticable
exceptwhenpassinganothervehicle,preparingfora
leftturn,oravoidinghazards

• Rideonpavedshouldersandbikelaneswhenavailable
andbeonthelookoutforroadhazardsordebris– 
gravel,brokenglass,sewergrates

• Don’tpassontheright

• Ridenomorethantwoabreast,returningtosingle-fileif
ridingtwoabreastimpedestheflowoftraffic

• Onnarrowcanyonroadswithoutbikelanesorshoul-
ders,playitsafeandridesinglefile

• Usehandsignalstoindicatewhatyouintendtodo: 
leftorrightturns,slowingorstopping

• Ridingearlyinthemorningoratnight?Useaheadlight,
ataillightandreflectors–bevisible

• Makeeyecontactwithdrivers,neverassumemotorists
seeyouorthatyouhavetheright-of-way

• Nevercatcharidebyattachingyourbicycleto 
othervehicles

• Keepatleastonehandonthehandlebarsatalltimes

• Alwaysexpecttheunexpectedwhenyouride;yourfirst
responsibility is to be safe

Bicycling in Colorado

Everyperson’stransportationchoicecounts!Weallneed

tobeconsciousofandcourteoustootherindividualswhen

sharingourroadways.Remember,streetsandtrailsarefor

everyoneandsharingismorethangoodmanners!

AbicyclistinColoradohasalltherightsandresponsibilities

applicabletothedriverofanyothervehicle.Thatmeans

bicyclistsmustobeytherulesoftheroadlikeotherdrivers,

andaretobetreatedasequalusersoftheroad.Bicyclists,

likevehicledrivers,canbeticketedorpenalizedfornot

obeyingthelaws.
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Rules of the Road*

Ride on the right

Ridingontherightdoesn’tmeanhuggingthecurboredge

oftheroad.Itmeansridingasfarrightaspracticableand

stillbeingsafefromdebris,obstaclesandtraffic.

When to take a lane 

Abicyclistmaytakethetravellanewheretrafficisslow

andthelaneisnarrow,thereisnoshoulderorbikelane,

whenapproachinganintersection,orifyouaremoving 

atthesamespeedastheflowoftraffic.Movingtothe 

centerofthelaneestablishesyourpositionandprevents

motoristsfrompassinguntilthere’senoughroom.

Ride Single File

Playitsafeandridesinglefile.Thisprovidesmoreroom

tomaneuverandallowsotherbicyclistsandmotorists

topass.However,youmayridetwoabreastifyou’renot

impedingthenormalflowoftraffic;orwhenyou’reriding

onafacilityexclusivetobicycles.

* Complete Colorado Bicycling Statutes are listed on pages 42-44.
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Play it safe and ride single file. 

Ride in straight line. Don’t weave in 

and out of parked cars.



Use Hand Signals 

Usetheproperhandsignalsforleftorrightturnsandfor

slowing or stopping. 

Whenturning,youmustsignalcontinuouslyatleast100

feetbeforetheturnandwhileyouarestoppedwaiting 

toturn,unlessuseofyourhandisneededtocontrol 

your bicycle.

Making Left Turns:

1) LIKEAMOTORvEHICLE: 

 •Signalleft

 •Lookbehindyou

 •Moveintotheleftlane,orthecenterturnlane

 •Yieldtooncomingcarsbeforeturning

2) LIKEAPEDESTRIAN: 

 •Ridestraightthroughtheintersectiontothefar
crosswalk

 •Stop,dismount,andpositionyourbikeinthenew
direction 

 •Yieldtooncomingtraffic,orifyouareatasignalized
intersection,waitforthegreenorWALKsignal

 •Walkyourbikeacrosstheintersection

3) 90DEgREEORINvERTEDL: 

 •Ridestraightthroughtheintersectiontothe 
far corner 

 •Stopandpositionyourbikeinthenewdirection

 •Yieldtooncomingtraffic,orifyouareatasignalized
intersection,waitforthegreensignal

 •Rideyourbikeacrosstheintersection

Left turn like a motor vehicle.

Left turn like a pedestrian.

Left turn at 90 degrees or inverted L.

Left Slow/Stop

or

Right
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Follow Lane Markings

Likeothervehicleswhenyouapproachanintersection

withseverallanechoices,choosethelaneappropriateto

yourtraveldirectionandfollowthemarkings.

Road Hazards to watch for: 

1) SEWERgRATES 
Yourwheelcangetcaughtinthem.

2) RAILROADTRACKS 
Alwayscrossrailroadtracksperpendiculartotherails
(straighton).

3) PARKEDCARS 
Rideacardoor’swidthawayfromparkedcarstoavoid
unexpected doors opening on you.

4) ROUNDABOUTS 
• Whenapproachingtheroundabout,bicyclistsshould

mergetothecenterofthelane(takethelane).

 • vehiclesandbicyclistsenteringthecircleyieldthe
right-of-waytotrafficalreadyinthecircle.

 • Trafficproceedsinacounterclockwisedirection
aroundthecircle,evenwhenmakingaleftturn.

 • Allvehiclesyieldtopedestriansincrosswalks.

 • Motorvehiclesshouldnotspeedupto 
pass bicyclists.

Follow lane markings.

Cross railroad tracks at a 

90 degree angle. 

Navigating a roundabout.
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Right-of-way

Neverassumeyouhavetheright-of-way.Yourfirst

responsibilityatalltimesistoavoidacrash.Right-of-way

rulesandregulationsdonotauthorizenegligent 

bicycledriving.

Whenapproachinganuncontrolledintersectionat 

approximatelythesametimeasanothervehicle,the 

operatorofthevehicleontheleftmustyieldthe 

right-of-waytothevehicleontheright.

Whenchanginglanesintraffic,youmustyieldtoall 

vehiclesintheotherlanewhicharecloseenoughtobe 

ahazard.Don’tchangelanesifanothervehiclemust 

slowdownforyou.Alwayslookbehindyouandsignal

beforechanginglanes.

Youshouldyieldtopedestriansunderallconditions. 

Theyhavetheright-of-wayatcrosswalksand 

intersectionswhetherthecrosswalksaremarkedornot.

Ride in a straight line

Ridingpredictablywillmakeyoumorevisible.Don’tweave

inandoutofparkedcars.Atintersections,stayonthe

road.Don’trideinthecrosswalkandsuddenlyreappear

ontheroadagain.

Cyclists should signal and scan for traffic 

before merging into the lane. 

RIGHT

WRONG

Don’t weave in and out of parked cars.
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Bicycles & Traffic 

InColorado,motoristsandbicyclistssharetheroad.Both

haveequalrightsandresponsibilitiestoobeyalltrafficlaws.

Bicycledriverswhoviolatetrafficlawswillbesubjectto

thesamepenaltiesasdriversofmotorvehicles,except

thatnopenaltypointsshallbeassessedagainstthe 

bicyclist’sdriver’slicense.

Ifabicycleriderisstoppedforatrafficviolationandthe

officerhasreasontobelievethatthebicyclistwillnot

appearincourtortheofficerisunsureofthebicyclist’s

identity,theofficermayarrestthebicyclistandrequirethe

bicyclist to post bond.

MOTORvEHICLEDRIvINgTIPS:

• Allowatleastthreefeetbetweenyourvehicleandthe

bicycletoavoidblowingthebicyclistoutofcontroloroff

theroad.

• Bepatientandwaituntilitissafetopass,asyouwould

anyotherslow-movingvehicle.Beawarethatwhena

roadistoonarrowforcarsandbikestoridesafelyside

byside,bicyclistscanlegallyrideinornearthecenter

ofthelaneformorevisibilityandsafety.

• Pleasedon’thonkyourhorn.Youcouldstartlethe 

cyclist into an accident.

• Looktoyourrightbeforeturningtoavoidcuttingoff 

a cyclist. 

Don’t cut off a bicyclist when making a right turn. 
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Don’t be a Road Hog.

Share the Road.

Whetheryou’reonamissiontogetfromPointAto 

PointBonfoot,orinyourcar;oryourmissionistosoak

upspectacularColoradosceneryonaSundaybikeride, 

berespectfulandconsiderateofeveryone’srightsto 

our roadways.

YoucanhelpcutdownonColorado’spesky 

RoadHogpopulation.

ALL

Focus.Avoidusingcellphonesandotherpersonaldevices

whiledriving,biking,orwalking.

MOTORISTS

Keepyoureyeoncyclistsandpedestrians.Theyhavea

righttousealltheroadsinColoradounlessexpressly

prohibited.Keeptrackoftheminyourrearandside 

mirrors. Slow down.

PEDESTRIANS

Crossincrosswalks.Makeeyecontactwithdriversbefore

crossingtoensuretheyseeyou.Walkagainsttraffic.

CYCLISTS

Ridewiththeflowoftraffic.Obeytrafficlaws–you’rea

vehicletoo.Ridesinglefilewheneverpossible.

We all walk, bike and drive. Let’s all share the road.



Never wear headphones when 

cycling – they block other sounds 

you need to hear. 

T
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Riding for  

Different Reasons

Bicycle Commuting 

Trybicyclecommuting!It’sefficient,enjoyable,economical,

healthy,andit’sgoodfortheenvironment.It’severything

transportationshouldbe!TheStateofColorado,aswellas

manylocalColoradogovernmentsandemployers,promote

bicyclingasapracticalformoftransportation.Manypeople

alreadybicycleforrecreation,butuseacartogettowork,

school,errands,andothershorttrips.Thisguideillustrates

howyoucanbreaktheautomotivehabitandexperiencethe

joy,freedom,andcostsavingsofeverydaybicycling.

YOUR PERSONAL GUIDE TO COMMUTING

Thissectionprovidesideastohelpyoudevelopyourown

personalbicycletransportationstyle.Youmaynotbelieve

itnow,butonceyouareinthehabitofmakingbicycling

yourfirsttransportationchoice,itwillseeminconvenient

touseyourcar!
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USINgYOURBICYCLEFORSHORTTRIPS 
REWARDSYOUINMANYWAYS:

• Bicyclingletsyouenjoyyournaturalsurroundings, 
unlikecardrivingwhichisolatesyoufromyour 
environment.

• Bicyclingisaninexpensivewaytomakeyourtime 
and destination your own. 

• Abriskorrelaxingbicycleridehomeafterworkisa
greatwaytorelievestress.

• Cyclingforshorttripsoftensavesyoutime.

• Bicyclingisaneasywaytoincludefitnessinyour 
daily routine.

• Bicyclingisfriendlytotheenvironment,whichbenefits
youandeveryoneelse.

• Bicyclinggivesyouasenseofaccomplishment.

• Withappropriateaccessories,mostbikescantoteup
to100extrapounds,includingsmallpassengers,which
makesthebicycleidealfortripstothelaundromat,
library,movies,store,andforvacations.

• It’sfun!



Your New Routine 

Lettinggoofthecarkeysisahardhabittobreak,butit’s

worththechallenge.Themoreyoubicycle,theeasierit

becomes.Initially,don’toverwhelmyourself.Ifthingsdon’t

quiteworkoutoneday,takeabreakandthinkabouthow

youcoulddoitdifferently.Makeadjustmentsasyougo

until you learn to do it well. 

Tobicycleregularly,somechangesinyourhouseholdand

personalroutinemaybenecessary.Forinstance,ifyou

usuallykeepyourbicycleinthebasement,youmayneed

tofindamoreconvenientplacetostoreit.Ifyouare 

bicyclingtowork,youmayfindyouhavetogetupalittle

earliertoorganize,orspendsometimeorganizingbefore

yougotobed.grabbingyourbicycleinsteadofthecar

keyswillsoonbecomesecondnature.Bepatientwith

yourselfanddon’tgiveup.Itwillcometogether!

ROUTESELECTION

Routeselectionisoneofthemostimportantfactorsin 

determiningwhetheryouwillhaveapleasantcycling

experience.Pickaroutewhichyouarecomfortableriding.

Yourcommunitymayhaveabicyclemapand/ordesignated

bikeroutes.Chooserouteswithlowtraffic,nicescenery,

interestingneighborhoods,andwhicharecompatibleto

yourfitnesslevel.Thiswillincreaseyourchancesof 

havingapleasantexperience.Ifyoufindthattheroute 

youchosethefirsttimewasnottoyoursatisfaction,don’t

bediscouraged.Askabikeshopemployeeorothercyclist

familiarwiththeareaforadvice.

BIKETRIPS,SHORT&LONg

Bicycletripsoffivemilesorlesscanbeefficient,practical 

andoftenasfastorfasterthancartrips.Startoutwith

shortridestothepostofficeorgrocerystore–ridesthat

are10to15minutesfromyourhouse.Adddistanceand

timeasyoubecomemoreconfidentandcomfortable.

Combine Different  

Modes of Transportation

BIKE/TRANSITTRIPS

• Bicycletothebusstop,station,orpark-n-ride,lockyour
bike,andridetransittoyourdestination.Bikeracksand
lockersaregenerallyavailableatpark-n-rides.

• Takeyourbicycleonthebusorlightrailwithyou. 
Mosttransitagencieshavebikeracksontheirbuses,
orallowbikesinthecargoholdorinside.Forschedules
andinformationregardingtakingyourbikeonthebus,
orlightrail,consultthetransitagencyservicingthe
town(s)inwhichyouwishtoride.

BIKE/CARTRIPS

• Drivetotheedgeoftownorwithinacomfortable 
cyclingdistance.Thenbicycletherestofthewayto
workorfromerrandtoerrand.

• Carpoolwithothersandhavethemdropyouoffata
distancewhichyoucanbicycle.

• Drivewithyourbicycleoneway,leavethecar,and
bicycleintheotherdirection.Reversetheorderthe 
next day.
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CARRYINgIMPORTANTITEMS

Ifyouuseabicyclefortransportation,youwillwantto

carrythingswithyou,perhapsabriefcase,schoolbooks,

orthedrycleaningyoupickuponthewayhome.Itis 

dangeroustocarrythingsinyourhandsorhookedover

thehandlebars.Steeringbecomesdifficultandsomething

couldgetcaughtinyourfrontspokes.Arearrackisan 

inexpensiveaccessorythatmakesiteasytoattachall

kindsofthings.Addbaskets,panniers,evenaplasticmilk

crate to carry all your items. 

Secureyouritems.Keeparackstraporacoupleof 

bungeecordsstrappedtoasturdyrack.Makesureany

loadiscarefullyattachedtotheracksoitwillnotfall

offorintothespokesorrubonthetireduringtransport.

Therearerackpacksthatstrapontothetopofarackto

carry smaller items.

Forlargerormultipleitems,

touringpacks,sometimes

referred to as bicycle  

saddlebagsorpanniers, 

are a great way to carry 

mostotherloads.Some 

touringpacksalsoconvert

intobackpacksor 

briefcases. For unusually 

large,heavy,orawkwardloads,abicycletraileristheway

togo.Therearetrailersspeciallydesignedtotransport

children,andothersmadeforhaulingcargo.Mosttrailers

canhaulupto100pounds.
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Equipment and  

Accessories

Bicycleequipmentdoesnothavetobeexpensiveorfancy;

however,itdoesneedtofitproperlyandbereliableand

functional.Chooseequipmentyoufeelcomfortableusing.

Remember,puttingyourselfatriskandcrashingismuch

moreexpensivethanafewsimpleaccessories.

Identification, medical information 

and change for a phone call 

Theseitemsshouldbecarriedwithyouatalltimes. 

Identificationisnecessaryifyouarestoppedforatraffic

violation,andifyoucrash,itwillenableyoutoreceive

promptmedicalcareaswellasnotificationofyourfamily.

Tapesomechangeunderyourbikeseat.Itisalsoagood

ideatokeepafewdollarshiddeninyourpatchkit,inside

theendofthehandlebar,orelsewhereonyourbicycle. 

Youmayforgetyourwallet,gethungryandneedasnack,

oryoumayneedcashforanunexpectederrand.Think

aheadandbeprepared.

Helmet

Seventy-fivepercentofallbicycledriverfatalitiesarea 

resultofheadinjuries.Thebestprotectionagainstthis

typeofinjuryisuseofanapprovedbicyclehelmet. 

Wearingahelmetcanreducetheseverityofbraininjury 

inacrashby88%andcouldsaveyourlife.Helmetsare

inexpensiveandcomeinamultitudeofstylesandcolors.

Thebesthelmetshaveasmoothplasticoutershellover

afoamliner.Theoutershellhelpspreventsharpobjects

frompenetratingthehelmetandthefoamlinerprotects

yourheadbyabsorbingmuchoftheforceofanimpact.

Theextrasoftfoampadsthatcomewithyourhelmet

areforexactfitandcomfort.Theverybesthelmetisone

whichtheriderlikesandwearsoneveryride.

 Wear a bicycle 

helmet, glasses, 

and bicycling 

gloves. Dress  

appropriately for 

the type of riding 

you are planning.

TIP



Helmetswhichhaveseveralopeningsinthefrontandair

channelsinsideallowforthebestairflow.Helmetsalso

provideprotectionfromthesun.

Taketimetoselectahelmetwhichistherightsizefor

yourhead.Ahelmetneedstofitsnuglysoitwillnotmove

aroundonyourheadwhenriding,orcomeoffyourhead 

ifyoufall.Adjustthestrapssotheyfitaroundyourears

andholdthehelmetonsecurely.Thehelmetshouldbe

wornovertheforeheadandnottippedback.Checkthat

thefrontedgeofthehelmetispositionedonlyone 

inchabovetheeyebrow.Itisagoodideatohavean 

experiencedbikeshopemployeeassistyouinproperly

fittingyourhelmet.

HELMETSHAvEALIMITEDLIFE

Acrash,aswellasageandnormalwearandtear,will

causethefoamofthebicyclehelmettobecomeless 

effective.Thesoftfoamfittingpadswillcompressand

need to be replaced from time to time to ensure a snug 

fit.Itistimetoreplaceyourhelmetwhenitbecomestoo

loosetotightenoritisseveralyearsold.
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The correct fit

Wrong

Wrong

Remember, a crash can happen at 

any time. Wear your helmet every 

time you ride. 

T
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Bicycle

Thefirststeptogettingcomfortableisowninga 

mechanicallysoundbicycle–includingbrakes,steering,

tires,anddrivetrain.Coloradolawstatesthebicyclemust

beequippedwithaworkingbrakeorbrakesthatwill 

enableyoutostopwithin25feetfromaspeedof10miles

perhourondry,level,cleanpavement.

Therearemanytypesandstylesofbikestochoosefrom.

Selectabikebasedonyourprimaryuse,butfeelfreeto

useitforotherridesaswell.Bikeshopsencourageyouto

trydifferenttypestohelpyoufindtherightfitandfunction.

HOW SAFE IS YOUR BICYCLE?

Nomatterhowsafelyyouride,anunsafebicycleputsyou

atrisk.Ifyouacquireasecondhandbicycle,itisagood

ideatotakeittoabikeshopforasafetycheck.Loose

nutsandboltsmakeitdifficulttocontrolthebike.

Preventativemaintenancewillalsoincreaseyour 

satisfactionwithbicycletransportation.Ifyouliketodo

mechanicalwork,takeamaintenanceclassandmaintain

yourbicycleyourself.Maintainingyourownbicyclecanbe

verysatisfyingandempowering.

Makeregularstopsatyourbikeshopformechanical 

evaluations.Letanexperttroubleshootforyou.The 

mechaniccanadviseyouonwhatserviceyourbicycle

needstobesafe,topreventdamagetocomponents, 

ortoenhanceperformance.

 

TIREPRESSURE

Whenridingingoodweather,tirepressureshouldbe

maintainedaswrittenonthetiresidewall.Thecorrecttire

pressureincreasesthelifeofyourtiresanddecreases

theeffortneededtopedal.Forrain,snow,orice,youmay

wanttodecreasethepressureforbettertraction.Check

thetiretreadandsidewallsforcutsandscrapes.

FLATPREvENTION

Topreventflats,usetireswhichwillworkfortheir 

intendeduse.Askyourlocalbikeshopwhichtiresare

appropriateforyou.Therearealsoproductssuchastire

sealantsthatself-healafterapunctureandpractically

eliminatetheneedtorepairatube.Alwayscarryapump

thatfitsyourvalvestem(SchraderorPresta),apatchkit,

aspareinnertube,andknowhowtousethem.

CLEANINgANDDRYINg

Chain-drivecleanlinessreducesthedestructivewear

whichgrimecauses.Acleanchaindrivewillalsoprotect

yourclothingfromstainsandmakesyourbicycleeasierto

pedal. Select a quality lubricant designed to reduce grime 

attraction.Non-aerosollubricantscanbedirectedonlyto

thepartofthechainwhichrequireslubrication.Wipethe

chaindownafterlubricationsotheoutsideofthechain

will not accumulate grime.

Whenyourideintherainorsnow,itisimportanttoallow

yourbicycletodrycompletely.Ifthisisnotpossibleat

yourdestination,bringthebikeintoawarmplacetodryat

nightorwhenyoureturnhome.Thisallowsdryinginside

thebearingassemblies.

Finally,rememberthatallbikemaintenanceischeap 

comparedtoautorepairs.Don’tputyourselfatriskto

saveafewdollars. 

Whether you service your own  

bicycle or not, check regularly for: 

•  Tire pressure, wear and damage
• Chain-drive cleanliness
•  Brake and gear shifting  

performance 

•  Head and tail lamp battery charge

T
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FrameSeat
Post

Saddle

Rear Reflector

Rear Rack

Bike Bag

Touring Packs

Fender

Fender

Water 
Bottle
Cage

Water 
Bottle

Pedal Reflectors

Tire
Fork

Spoke

PedalChain Cranks

Rim

Brakes

Handlebar

Side Reflector

Front Reflector

Front Headlight

Handlebar Stem
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DOES YOUR BICYCLE FIT YOU?

Itisessentialthatthebicyclefititsrider.Improperfitcan

causediscomfortandtheinabilitytoproperlycontrolthe

bike.Youshouldbeabletostraddlethetoptubewhile

standingflatfootedonthegroundwithclearancebetween

yourcrotchandthetoptube.Consultyourbicycledealer

toobtainacorrectfitandtestridethebicycletodetermine

comfort and proper control.

SEATCOMFORT&HEIgHT

Therearemanyfactorsinvolvedinsaddlecomfort– 

saddledesignandposition,riderpositionandclothing,

andridingstyle.Ifyouhaven’tbicycledinawhile,expect

tobesoreforafewdaysnomatterhowcomfortableyour

seatis.Afterthefirstday,youmayevenneedtotakea

dayoffbeforeridingagain.Afterthat,ifyouarestillnot

comfortable,youmaywanttogetadifferentsaddle. 

Consultyourlocalbikeshopaboutsaddlestyles,adjusting

yourridingposition,andotherpossiblesolutions.

Theseatheightshouldbeadjustedsoyourkneeisslightly

bentwhenyourfootisatthebottomofthepedalstroke

withtheballofyourfootoverthecenterofthepedal.

HANDLEBARS

Adjustthehandlebarsforcomfort.Adjustthestem 

forheight,positioningitnohigherthanthemaximum 

extensionmark.Rotatethehandlebarstoyourmost 

comfortable position.
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BRAKELEvERS

Brakeleversshouldbepositionedsothereisnostrainto

yourwristandcanbereachedbythemiddleofthefingers.

REARvIEWMIRROR

Itisimportanttoknowwhatishappeningbehindyou. 

Aswithcardriving,amirrorshouldnotbeusedasa 

substituteforlookingbackwhenchanginglanesor 

turning.Arearviewmirrorallowsyoutolooktotherear

frequently.Neverassumepassingmotoristsseeyou.

REARRACK

Besuretohaveagoodqualityrearrackinstalledandhave

abungeecordorrackstraphandytocarryitemssuchas

abriefcase,shoppingbagorotherunexpecteditems.

BIKEBAgSORTOURINgPACKS

Thesearegoodgeneralpurposechoicesforholdingand

protectingmostofthethingsyoumayneedtocarry.Also

availablearesuitbags,frontorrearmountedpacks,and

briefcaseswhichattachtothebikerack.

WATERBOTTLE&CAgE

Attachawaterbottleandcagetoyourbicycle.InColorado’s 

dryclimate,itisimportanttoavoiddehydrationbygetting

intothehabitofsippingwaterthroughoutyourtrip,evenif

youarenotthirsty.

FENDERS

Youmayoccasionallybecaughtinsprinklers,afternoon

showersorpuddles,sobeprepared.Fenderscansaveyour

wardrobeandrelieveyoufromalwayscarryingarainsuit.

Theyalsokeepyourbicyclecleaner.Ifyouuseyourcommuter 

bikeformountainbiking,thereareeffectiveclip-on 

fenderswhichcanberemovedwithouttheuseoftools.

BELLSANDHORNS

Coloradolawrequiresyoutogiveanaudiblesignalwhen

passingpedestriansonpaths,sidewalksorotherfacilities. 

Agoodwaytodothisiswithabellorhornthathasa

friendlypleasantsoundwhichwillnotstartleoranger

pedestrians.Sounditorsay,“Helloupthere,passingon

yourleft,”beforeyoupassby.

NIgHTRIDINgEQUIPMENT

Coloradolawstateswhenbicyclingfromsundownto

sunriseorwhenweatherorotherconditionscausepoor

visibility,yourbicyclemustbeequippedwitharearred

reflectorandreflectorsonbothsidesthatcanbeseenfor

600feetinacar’sheadlamps.Youmustalsohaveawhite

headlightthatcanbeseenforatleast500feetfromthe

frontofthebicycle.

FLASHINgREDREFLECTORLIgHT

TheseLEDlightsaremorevisiblethanaplainreflector

andcanbeattachedtoyouoryourbicycle.

WHITEHEADLIgHT

Apowerfulwhiteheadlightwillmakeyouvisibleandlight

yourway.Batteryoperatedheadlightsareavailableand

somehaverechargeablebatterypacks.Eachhavetheir

ownadvantagesanddisadvantages.Yourlocalbikeshop

canhelpyoudecidewhichisbestforyou.

REFLECTIvEMATERIALS

Youcannotweartoomuchreflectivematerialatnight.

Wearitonyourhelmet,shoes,arms,legsandtorso.Pedal

reflectorsmoveasyoupedalandwillmakeyoumore 

visible.Reflectorsandreflectivematerialsareimportant

evenwithgoodlightingsystemsbecausebicyclistsare

hardtoseeandmotorvehicledriversmaynotbelooking

foryouatnight.Besafe.Beseen.
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Crash Information

Crash Types

Thetypeofmotorvehicle/bicyclecrashesinvolvingadult

bicyclistsaredifferentfromthoseinvolvingchildbicyclists. 

Youcanpreventyourinvolvementinmosttrafficcrashes 

ifyouknowhowtoanticipateandavoidhazardous 

situations.Mostbicyclecrashesdonotinvolvemotor

vehicles,butarearesultofexcessivespeed,surface

condition,mechanicalfailure,lossofcontrol,oracollision

withapedestrian.

MOST COMMON MOTOR VEHICLE/BICYCLE CRASHES 

INVOLVING CHILDREN:

1.Cyclistridesonwrongsideofroadagainst 
oncomingtraffic

2.Cyclistturnsorswervesleftwithoutlooking,hitfrom
therearbypassingvehicle

3.Cyclistridesoutfromresidentialdrivewayoroff 
sidewalkorcurbintotraffic

4. Cyclist does not stop at stop sign or signal

MOST COMMON MOTOR VEHICLE/BICYCLE CRASHES 

INVOLVING ADULTS:

1.Motoristturnsleftintooncomingbicyclistheading
straightinoppositedirection

2.Motoristturnsrightintobicyclistheadingstraightinthe
same direction

3.Motoristdrivesoutfromdrivewayorthroughstopsign

Wehopeitneverhappenstoyou,butgettinghitbyacar

isanunfortunatepossibilityforcyclists.Accidentstatistics

onlyshowthetipoftheiceberg,asmanyminorcrashes

gounreported.Toooften,victimsfailtogetcritical 

information,eitherbecausetheyaresorelievedtobealive

orsoconfusedtheysimplywanttobeleftalone.

What To Do When a Crash Occurs

Considerclippingthechecklistfromthenextpageand

tuckingitinyourtoolkitorbikebag.Theinstructions 

applytobothcyclistsandpedestriansinColorado. 

Ifyouareinacrash,pulloutthechecklistandfollow 

theinstructions.

Notifytheappropriatelawenforcementagency.Awritten

accidentreportofthecrashmustbesubmittedbythelaw

enforcementagencytotheDepartmentofRevenueunder

thefollowingcircumstances:

• Acrashinvolvingabicycleonly,ifthecrashinvolves
seriousbodilyinjury,deathorifmorethan$1,000of
total property damage occurs.

• Acrashinvolvingbothabicycleandamotorvehicle
inwhichthereisseriousbodilyinjury,deathortotal
propertydamageinexcessof$1,000.Also,awritten
reportmustbefiledifthemotorvehicledriverfailsto
showproofofinsuranceorifanyofthepartiesinvolved
requeststhatareportbefiled.

 



BIKE CRASH CHECKLIST

 Call(orasksomeonetocall)911andaskforthepolice.
Donothesitatetoaskforanambulanceifyouarehurt.

 AskthemotoristtoprovideIDandstayatthescene
untilthepolicearrive.Ifthedriverleaves,he/she 
isguiltyofhitandrun,whichisaseriouscrime. 
Bepreparedtodescribethedriver.

 getthename,phonenumber,address,driver’slicense
numberandlicenseplatenumberofthemotorist.

 getnamesandphonenumbersofanywitnesses 
—themorethebetter.Abusinesscardisgreat. 
Ifsomeoneseemsfriendly,askfortheirhelp.

 getthenameofthecarowner’sinsurancecompany
andthepolicynumber.Ifthedriverdoesn’townthecar,
makesureyougetinsuranceinformationonthevehicle
ANDthedriver.

 

WHEN THE POLICE ARRIVE

 Requestthatthepolicetakeanaccidentreport. 
Areportisrequiredifthecrashinvolvesseriousbodily
injury,death,orifmorethan$1,000oftotalproperty
damageoccurs.Belowthatamount,areportisoptional
underthelaw,butyoushouldinsistthatonebe 
completed.Sometimes,theofficerwillgiveyouthe
formtofilloutandmailin.

 getthereportingofficer’sname,badgenumber,and
department or agency.

Ifyouarehurt,goinanambulancetoahospitalorat
leastseeadoctortoruleoutseriousinjury.
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Children

What parents should know

Bicycles are an economical and practical means of  

transportation from an early age. 

Inmostinstances,theonlybicyclesafetyeducation

childrenwillreceiveisfromtheirparents.Sincechildren

perceivetrafficsituationsdifferentlythanadults,itis 

importantforparentstoteachthemthedangersoftraffic.

Withpropertraining,bicycleridingcanbeasafe,healthy,

funactivityforthewholefamilytoshare.Herearesome

thingstokeepinmindwheneducatingchildrenabout

bicycleandpedestriansafety:

• Youngchildrenlackwelldevelopedperipheralvision.

• Childrenoftenhavetroubledeterminingthesourceof 
asound.Theymayhearacarcoming,butlookthe
wrong way.

• Untilabouteightyearsofage,childrentypicallylacka
senseofdangerandtheydon’treallyunderstandhow
vulnerabletheyare.

• Childrenhavetroubleevaluatingcauseandeffect. 
It’shardforthemtodetermineadangeroussituation.

• Childrenhavetroublejudgingthespeedanddistance 
ofoncomingvehicles.
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(What parents should know cont.)

• Childrenareoftenrestlessandeagertogo.It’shardfor
themtostopandwaitfortrafficlights.

• Childrenfocusonthingsthataremostinterestingto
them.Anicecreamtruckmaytaketheirattentionfrom
anotherapproachingvehicle.

• Childrenoftenmixfantasywithreality.Theymaysee
carsasfriendlycreaturesorthinktheycango90mph
ontheirbicycles.

• Childrenoftenbelievegrown-upswilllookoutforthem.
Theymaythinkthatbecausetheycanseethecar,the
motoristwillseethem.

• Childrenareveryvulnerabletopeerpressureandfollow
theleadoftheirfriends.Manycrasheshappenwhen
onechildtakesariskandasecondfollowsandishit 
byavehicle.

When should a child start  

riding a bicycle? 

Letthechild’smotivationandmotorcoordinationbeyour

guide.Schedulethiseventwhenyoucanprovidethe 

necessarytimetotrainyourchild.Trainingwheelsonly

supporttherider.Balanceandleaningintheturnsare

learnedontwowheels.

Therearemanysourcestohelpteachyourchildsafe 

riding.ContacttheLeagueofAmericanBicyclistsfora

certifiedtrainerinyourarea.Localservicegroupsand

policedepartmentsalsoprovidetraininginsomeareas.

One Size Doesn’t Fit All 

Insizingbicyclesforchildren,theyshouldbeableto 

comfortably straddle the top bar of the frame while 

standing flat footed. Thisshouldprovideasizeforgood

controlyetlargeenoughtoallowforgrowth.

Learningtorideonatraditionalgirl’sbikeisachoiceto

considerforbothgirlsandboysastheslopingtoptube

reducestheriskofinjurytothegroin.Whenthechildis

justlearningtoride,theyshouldbeabletositon the seat 

and put both feet flat on the ground.

When should a child begin  

to ride in the street? 

Inmostinstances,whentheycandemonstratethe 

necessarycyclingskills,alertnesstotraffic,and 

appropriatedecisionmakingskills,they’reready.Until 

thattime,bicycledrivingshouldbelimitedtosidewalks,

parksandbikepaths.Themosteffectiveandfunwayto

teachyourchildrensaferidinghabitsistoridewiththem.

Atfirst,letthemfollowyouasinfollowtheleader.As 

theybecomemoreable,letthemleadwhileyouobserve

and instruct.

Whentrainingyourchild,givespecialattentionto 

children’shigh-riskbehaviors.

MAKE SURE THEY:

 Rideontherightinthesamedirectionastraffic. 

Ridingontheleftputscyclistswheremotorists

leastexpecttoseethem.

 Stopbeforeridingoutofthedrivewayintothe

street.Helpyourchildunderstandthatyourown

drivewayisdangerouswhenusedasalaunching

padforabikeride.

 Stopatallstopsignsandredtrafficlights.Children

needtounderstandthattheymuststopeverytime, 

sothatitbecomesahabit.

 Ridepredictably.Rideinastraightline,andsignal

allturns.Teachchildrentousehandsignals,look

totherearandthenturn.
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Transporting Children 

Thetwomostcommonmethodsoftransportingchildren

bybicycleincludeabicycle-mountedchildseat,anda

bicycletrailer.Bicycletrailersareabetterchoicefora

numberofreasons:

• Childrenhaveroomtoshiftpositionandplaywhile 
beingprotectedfrombugsandweather.

• Bicycletrailersaremorestablethanchildseatsand
tendtoremainuprightifthebicyclefallsover.Ifthe
trailerdoesgoover,thechildisalreadyclosetothe
ground and is well contained and protected.

• Trailersareusuallybrightlycoloredandmuchmore 
visiblethanabicyclewithachildseatandhave 
amplespacefordiaperbags,toysorcargofrom 
errand-running.Fornightorbadweatherriding,a 
trailershouldbewellreflectorizedonthebackand
sides.Anorangeflagandtworearmountedred 
flashinglightswillmakeitevenmorevisibleintraffic.

• Motoriststendtogivetrailersamuchwiderberth.

Whenusingachildseat,abicyclebecomesharderto

managebecauseoftheextraweightofthechildandthe

highercenterofgravity.Childrenriskhavingtheirfeet

caughtintherearspokesandmustbetaughttohold 

stillbecauserockingbackandforthintheseatmakes

balancingthebicycledifficult.Alwaysloadandunload 

thechildbyleaningyourbicycleagainstafixedobject

suchasawall.Whenstoppedwithachildonboard, 

remembertoholdontothebicyclefirmlyevenwhen

straddlingthebicycle.

Bicycle Rodeo  

Information

WHATISABIKERODEO?

Arodeoisanopportunityforyoungparticipantsto 

learn,practice,anddemonstratebicycleskillsinafun, 

noncompetitiveatmosphere.Itsgoalistohelpparticipants

becomebetterbicyclistsandtoteachthemtheproper

rulesoftheroad.

RECRUITHELP–Bicyclerodeoscanbeconductedwith

anynumberofpartnersorvolunteers:localservice

groups,parent-teacherassociations,healthdepartments,

bikeshops,lawenforcement,cyclingclubs,co-workers 

orneighbors.Onevolunteerperstationisideal.

LOCATION–Hard-surfaced,level,andtraffic-freeareas 

arebest,suchasaconvenientplayground,gymnasiumor 

parkinglot.

SAFETYFIRST–Makesureallparticipantswearahelmet

andunderstandthedirectionofthecourse.

Therearemanyexercisesavailableontheinternetthatyou

canusetoteachspecificbicycleskills.Lookforonesthat

arestraightforwardandthatreinforcetherulesoftheroad.

Designyourcourseaccordingtospaceandthenumberof

volunteersyouhaveavailable.
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Special Events on  

Colorado Roadways

Eachyear,Coloradoishometohundredsofspecialevents

suchasbicycleridesandraces,concerts,skievents,

runningeventsandmore.Anyeventaffectingroads

throughoutthestatemustbeapprovedandpermittedby

theColoradoStatePatrol(CSP),theColoradoDepartment

ofTransportation(CDOT),andlocalmunicipalitywherethe

eventisheld.

Toassistspecialeventorganizers,theCSPandCDOThave

developedabooklettitled,“SpecialEventsonColorado

StateRoadways,AguidelineforEventOrganizers.”The

guideoffersproceduresforasafeeventwiththeleast

disruptionforotherroadusers.Italsodescribesfees,

timelinesandotherinformationtohelporganizetheevent.

Whilethisguidefocusesonbicycleevents,thesame 

proceduresandrequirementsareappliedtoallevents.It 

isavailableonthewebatwww.dot.state.co.us/bike/ped/.

YOUR EVENT MAY NEED A PERMIT IF:

• Youreventrequiresanytypeofroadclosure,restriction,
ormaycreateasignificantimpacttothemotoringpublic.

• Theeventhasmorethan50participants.

 

 

Colorado Scenic  

and Historic Byways

TheColoradoScenicandHistoricBywaysprogramisa

statewidepartnershipintendedtoproviderecreational,

educational,andeconomicbenefitstoColoradansand

visitors.Thissystemofoutstandingtouringroutesin 

Coloradoaffordsthetravelerinterpretationandidentification

ofkeypointsofinterestandserviceswhileprovidingfor

theprotectionofsignificantresources.

ExploringsomeofColorado’sgreatestlocations,while

experiencingthefunandfreedomofbicycling,makesa

terrificcombinationfortravel.Bicyclingisagreatwayto

discoverandenjoymanyofColorado’sByways.Asyoutour

theByways,theColumbinesignswillidentifyyourroute.

Formoreinformation,gotowww.coloradobyways.org.
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crossthestreet!WaitforthenextWALKsignal.TheWALK

signalandthegREENtrafficlightindicatethatit’syour

turntocrossthestreet,buttheydonotmeanitissafeto

cross.TheWALKsignalandthegREENlightmean:Look,

andthenifit’ssafe,go.

PAVEMENT MARKINGS ARE YOUR ROAD MAP  

TO A SAFE CROSSING

CROSSWALKS

Whiletheywon’tprotectpedestriansfromoncoming 

traffic,crosswalksdoservetoguidepedestriansacross

thestreet.Motoristsareremindedtolookforandtoyield

topedestriansintheroadwhentheyseethebright,white

linesofacrosswalk.

EVERYONE IS A PEDESTRIAN

Everyone is  

a Pedestrian

Crossing advice for pedestrians

Mostofuscrossstreetseveryday.Weareallpedestrians

atonetimeoranotherandwetakeforgrantedthatwe

cancrosswithoutincidentbecausemostofthetimewe

do,butsometimeswearen’tsofortunate.

Nationally,eachyearabout5,000pedestriansdieand

70,000areinjuredintrafficaccidents.Youngchildren

andtheelderlyaremorelikelytobekilledorinjuredina

pedestriancrashthananyothergroup.Whileit’seasyto

blamedrivers,theyarenotalwaysresponsibleforthese

accidents.Alltoooften,pedestriansarethecauseof 

accidents.Thesesenselesstragediesdon’thaveto 

happen.Youcanavoidpotentialinjuriesandevendeath 

byreviewingtheadviceforsafestreetcrossing.

CROSSINgRULES
Alwaysfollowthesestepswhencrossingastreet:
• Beforecrossing,stopatthecurb,edgeoftheroad, 

or corner before proceeding.

• Lookleft-right-leftandoveryourshoulderforturning
vehicles.Ifit’sclear,begincrossing.

• Continuetocheckfortrafficwhilecrossing.

TRAFFICSIgNALSMESSAgES&MEANINgS

Atintersectionswithtrafficlightsandpedestriansignals,

it’simportanttofollowthesignalscarefully.Waituntilyou

seetheWALKsignalandfollowtherulesforcrossing.

AflashingDON’TWALKsignalindicatesyoushouldn’t

starttocrossthestreet.However,ifyouareinthemiddle

ofthestreetandtheDON’TWALKsignalstartsflashing,

continuewalking.Youhavetimetocompletethecrossing.

IfyouseeasteadyDON’TWALKsignal,don’tbeginto

Remember to make eye contact 

with drivers to ensure they see 

you. Don’t take a walk signal,  

a green traffic light, or a driver  

for granted. Crossing safely is  

your responsibility.

T
I
P
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(6) (a) Persons operating bicycles on roadways shall ride single file; 

except that riding no more than two abreast is permitted in the  

following circumstances:

(i) When riding two abreast will not impede the normal and  

reasonable movement of traffic; or

(ii) When riding on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the  

exclusive use of bicycles.

(b) Persons riding two abreast shall ride within a single lane.

(7) A person operating a bicycle shall keep at least one hand on  

the handlebars at all times.

(8) (a) A person riding a bicycle intending to turn left shall follow a 

course described in sections 42-4-901 (1), 42-4-903, and 42-4-

1007 or may make a left turn in the manner prescribed in paragraph 

(b) of this subsection (8).

(b) A person riding a bicycle intending to turn left shall approach the 

turn as closely as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the 

roadway. After proceeding across the intersecting roadway to the far 

corner of the curb or intersection of the roadway edges, the bicyclist 

shall stop, as much as practicable, out of the way of traffic. After 

stopping, the bicyclist shall yield to any traffic proceeding in either  

direction along the roadway the bicyclist had been using. After  

yielding and complying with any official traffic control device or  

police officer regulating traffic on the highway along which he 

intends to proceed, the bicyclist may proceed in the new direction.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of  

this subsection (8), the transportation commission and local  

authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause official traffic 

control devices to be placed on roadways and thereby require and 

direct that a specific course be traveled.

(9) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (9), every 

person riding a bicycle shall signal his intention to turn or stop in 

accordance with the provisions of section 42-4-903; except that 

a person riding a bicycle may signal a right turn with the right arm 

extended horizontally.

(b) A signal of intention to turn right or left when required shall be 

given continuously during not less than the last one hundred feet 

traveled by the bicycle before turning and shall be given while the 

bicycle is stopped waiting to turn. A signal by hand and arm need  

not be given continuously if the hand is needed in the control or 

operation of the bicycle.

(10) (a) A person riding a bicycle upon and along a sidewalk or  

pathway or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk shall yield 

the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible signal 

before overtaking and passing such pedestrian. A person riding  

a bicycle in a crosswalk shall do so in a manner that is safe  

for pedestrians.

Official Bicycling Laws 

in Colorado
Colorado Revised Statutes detail the specific language of the law 

regarding bicycles and their operation. Municipalities and other  

jurisdictions may add further restrictions beyond those in the state 

law by passing local ordinances. It is your responsibility to know the 

law of the jurisdiction in which you are bicycling.

Colorado Statutes : TITLE 42 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC: REGULATION 

OF VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC : ARTICLE 4 REGULATION OF VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC : PART 14 OTHER OFFENSES : 42-4-1412. Operation of 

bicycles and other human-powered vehicles.

Operation of bicycles and other human-powered vehicles.

(1) Every person riding a bicycle shall have all of the rights and duties 

applicable to the driver of any other vehicle under this article, except 

as to special regulations in this article and except as to those provisions  

which by their nature can have no application. Said riders shall 

comply with the rules set forth in this section and section 42-4-221, 

and when using streets and highways within incorporated cities and 

towns, shall be subject to local ordinances regulating the operation of 

bicycles as provided in section 42-4-111.

(2) It is the intent of the general assembly that nothing contained in 

House Bill No. 1246, enacted at the second regular session of the 

fifty-sixth general assembly, shall in any way be construed to modify 

or increase the duty of the Department of Transportation or any 

political subdivision to sign or maintain highways or sidewalks or to 

affect or increase the liability of the state of Colorado or any political 

subdivision under the “Colorado Governmental Immunity Act”, article 

10 of title 24, C.R.S.

(3) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than 

the number for which it is designed or equipped.

(4) No person riding upon any bicycle shall attach the same or himself 

to any motor vehicle upon a roadway.

(5) Any person riding a bicycle shall ride in the right-hand lane. When 

being overtaken by another vehicle, such person shall ride as close to 

the right-hand side as practicable. Where a paved shoulder suitable 

for bicycle riding is present, persons operating bicycles shall ride on 

the paved shoulder. These provisions shall apply, except under any of 

the following situations:

(a) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle  

proceeding in the same direction;

(b) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private 

road or driveway;

(c) When reasonably necessary to avoid hazardous conditions,  

including, but not limited to, fixed or moving objects, parked or  

moving vehicles, pedestrians, animals, or surface hazards.
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Glossary of Terms

BICYCLE

Every vehicle propelled solely by human power applied to 

pedals upon which any person may ride having two tandem 

wheels or two parallel wheels and one forward wheel, all of 

which are more than fourteen inches in diameter.

BIKE LANE

Portion of a roadway or shoulder designated for  

preferential or exclusive use by bicyclists. It is  

distinguished from the portion of the roadway for  

motor vehicle traffic by a paint stripe, and markings,  

curb, or other devices.

BIKE ROUTE

A system of bikeways designating preferred routes for 

bicycle use by signing with appropriate directional and 

informational route markers.

BIKEWAY

A generic term for any road, street, path, or way which, in 

some manner, is designated as being available for bicycle 

travel, regardless of whether such facilities are designated 

for the exclusive use of bicycles or are to be shared with 

other transportation modes.

DRIVER

Every person, including a minor driver under the age of 

eighteen years and a provisional driver under the age 

of twenty-one years, who drives or is in actual physical 

control of a vehicle.

PRACTICABLE

Usable. Usage: Practicable means “feasible” as well as 

“usable” and hence overlaps in meaning to some extent 

with practical, which can mean “useful.” Practicable 

shares no other senses with practical.

MOTOR VEHICLE

Any self-propelled vehicle which is designed primarily for 

travel on the public highways and which is generally and 

commonly used to transport persons and property over 

the public highways. 

(b) A person shall not ride a bicycle upon and along a sidewalk or 

pathway or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk where 

such use of bicycles is prohibited by official traffic control devices  

or local ordinances. A person riding a bicycle shall dismount before 

entering any crosswalk where required by official traffic control 

devices or local ordinances.

(c) A person riding or walking a bicycle upon and along a sidewalk or 

pathway or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk shall have 

all the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same 

circumstances, including, but not limited to, the rights and duties 

granted and required by section 42-4-802.

(11) (a) A person may park a bicycle on a sidewalk unless prohibited 

or restricted by an official traffic control device or local ordinance.

(b) A bicycle parked on a sidewalk shall not impede the normal and 

reasonable movement of pedestrian or other traffic.

(c) A bicycle may be parked on the road at any angle to the curb or 

edge of the road at any location where parking is allowed.

(d) A bicycle may be parked on the road abreast of another bicycle 

or bicycles near the side of the road or any location where parking 

is allowed in such a manner as does not impede the normal and 

reasonable movement of traffic.

(e) In all other respects, bicycles parked anywhere on a highway 

shall conform to the provisions of part 11 of this article regulating the 

parking of vehicles.

(12) (a) Any person who violates any provision of this section  

commits a class 2 misdemeanor traffic offense; except that section 

42-2-127 shall not apply.

(b) Any person riding a bicycle who violates any provision of this 

article other than this section which is applicable to such a vehicle 

and for which a penalty is specified shall be subject to the same 

specified penalty as any other vehicle; except the section 42-2-127 

shall not apply.

(13) Upon request, the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction 

shall complete a report concerning an injury or death incident that 

involves a bicycle on the roadways of the state, even if such accident 

does not involve a motor vehicle.

Section 2. 42-4-802 Pedestrians’ right-of-way in crosswalks.

Pedestrians’ right-of-way in crosswalks.

(3) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety 

and ride a bicycle, walk, or run into the path of a moving vehicle 

which is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard.
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Colorado Department  

of Transportation  

Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Program

303-757-9982

dot.state.co.us/bikeped

Bikes Belong

303-449-4893

bikesbelong.org

Bicycle Colorado

303-417-1544 

bicyclecolo.org

Colorado State Parks

303-866-3437

parks.state.co.us

Colorado State Patrol

303-239-4500

csp.state.co.us 

Colorado Safe Routes  

to School 

303-757-9088

dot.state.co.us/bikeped/

SafeRoutesToSchool.htm

Colorado Scenic Byways 

303-757-9786

coloradobyways.org 

Colorado Walks

303-549-5081

coloradowalks.org 

League of American  

Bicyclists

202-822-1333

bikeleague.org 

National Center for  

Biking and Walking

973-378-3137

bikewalk.org 

Pedestrian and Bicycling 

Info Center 

bicyclinginfo.org

Safe Routes to School 

National Information 

Clearinghouse 

1-866-610-SRTS

saferoutesinfo.org

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR 

SHARING ILLUSTRATIONS AND PHOTOS:

City of Boulder/GO Boulder, Colorado

City of Fort Collins, Colorado

Colorado Department of Transportation

Colorado Scenic Byways Program

Oregon Department of Transportation

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

MOTORIZED BICYCLE

A vehicle having two or three wheels, a cylinder capacity 

not exceeding 50 C.C., and an automatic transmission 

which produces a maximum design speed of not more 

than thirty miles per hour on a flat surface.

PEDESTRIAN

Any person afoot or any person using a wheelchair.

RIGHT-OF-WAY

The right of one vehicle operator or pedestrian to proceed 

in a lawful manner in preference to another vehicle operator 

or pedestrian approaching under such circumstances of 

direction, speed, and proximity as to give rise to danger  

of collision unless one grants precedence to the other.

ROADWAY

The portion of a highway ordinarily used for vehicular 

travel, not including sidewalks or shoulders.

SHARED-USE PATHS

A bikeway physically separated from motorized vehicular 

traffic by an open space or barrier. Shared-use paths will 

also be used by pedestrians, skaters, joggers, or other 

non-motorized users. AKA: Bike path or trail

TRAIL

Any paved or unpaved off street facility, specifically 

designated as being open to bicycle travel, and may be 

shared with other users such as pedestrians, equestrians, 

skaters, etc.

VEHICLE

Any device which is capable of moving itself, or of being 

moved, from place to place upon wheels or endless tracks. 

“Vehicle” includes any bicycle.

Resource Directory
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